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of what had been written in Greece, and lost in the
West; and devoured each new MS. to see whether
it would fill up any of the gaps. Too many of those
gaps are? alas, still unfilled ; and hope has almost
faded away now. But in those days almost any-
thing could be hoped for, and the indescribable
charm of reading something quite new, of editing a
work never edited before, of translating a book
never translated before, was within the reach of all.
Well we can now live a life of equal expectancy and
hope, rewarded quite as often with an equal intel-
lectual prize.

The discoveries that have been made in the ancient
libraries of Mesopotamia will no doubt have some
day become of even greater importance to the histo-
rian of human ideas and institutions than the MSS.
acquired by the scholars of the Renaissance. For
when completely understood and interpreted they
will reveal a whole series of phenomena, independent
of the Greek, and reaching farther back into the
mists of antiquity. So also the discoveries in Egypt,
made piecemeal from year to year, have the charm
of constant expectancy in a very high degree. And
now we have as a third factor of the same kind in
the intellectual life of modern Europe, the gradual
unveiling of that unique and original literature,
which is our subject-matter to-day.